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Space Debris Overview
Union of Concerned Scientists, What are Satellites Used For?, January 2015

● The Union of Concerned Scientists is a U.S.-based international scientific advocacy
organization. This primer lists the different ways that satellites impact everyday people in
the U.S. and around the world.

OECD, Space Sustainability: The Economics of Space Debris in Perspective, March 2020
● The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development is an intergovernmental

organization of 38 developed, market-based democracies including the U.S. and a highly
reliable source for economic and social data and analysis. This report highlights the
quantitative costs of space debris as well as the economic, legal, and technological
challenges to mitigating the hazards of space debris.

U.S. Government Space Debris Policy
White House, Space Policy Directive 3, October 2020

● The White House issued this directive to specify the government agencies responsible
for space traffic management (STM) and space situational awareness (SSA) and to
guide the development of future space debris mitigation efforts.

NASA, NASA’s Efforts to Mitigate the Risks Posed by Orbital Debris, January 2021
● This report outlines the proposed recommendations from an internal NASA review of

NASA’s methods and practices for space debris tracking and mitigation.

International Cooperation on Space Debris Policy
United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPOUS), Space Debris
Mitigation Guidelines, December 2007

● The COPOUS is the U.N. committee tasked with promoting the peaceful and cooperative
development of outer space. The U.N. General Assembly has adopted these 7 space
debris mitigation guidelines developed by COPOUS.

Industry Space Debris Standards
Space Safety Coalition, Best Practices for the Sustainability of Space Operations, Sept. 2019

● The Space Safety Coalition is a group of 48 companies, organizations, and other space
stakeholders that have committed themselves to space safety. This report outlines their
5 best practices for mitigation and prevention of space debris.
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https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/what-are-satellites-used#:~:text=Satellites%20provide%20in%2Dflight%20phone,for%20cell%20phones%20and%20pagers.
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/a339de43-en.pdf?expires=1617032053&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=F32B48D76DC8D76D69A9C8F86085E57A
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/06/21/2018-13521/national-space-traffic-management-policy
https://oig.nasa.gov/docs/IG-21-011.pdf
https://www.unoosa.org/pdf/publications/st_space_49E.pdf
https://www.unoosa.org/pdf/publications/st_space_49E.pdf
https://spacesafety.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Endorsement-of-Best-Practices-for-Sustainability_v39.pdf
http://www.spacegeneration.org/us-task-force
mailto:ussl-slp@spacegeneration.org

